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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

19. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system including a 
computer, a storage system, and a switch device coupled to the computer and the 
storage system, the method comprising: 

collecting a first performance data from a first element of an access path, 
used by the computer for accessing from the computer to the storage system via the 
switch device, the access path including connecting ports of the computer, the 
storage system and the switch device; 

selecting a second element of the access path based on relationship 
information including a relationship between the connecting ports included in the 
access path; and 

changing a collecting process of a second performance data from the second 
element of the access path if the first performance data collected from the first 
element of the access path indicates that a performance condition of the first element 
is satisfied, in order to determine a cause of the performance condition of the first 
element. 
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20. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
19 further comprising, 

selecting a third element of the access path based on the relationship 
information at the same timing of the selecting the second element; and 

changing a collecting process of a third performance data to be collected from 
the third element of the access path, 

wherein the second element is located between the computer and the first 
element on the access path and the third element is located between the storage 
system and the first element on the access path. 

21 . (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
19, further comprising: 

selecting all elements of the access path based on the relationship information 
at the same timing of selecting the second element; and 

changing a collecting process of a performance data to be collected from the 
all elements of the access path. 
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22. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
19, 

wherein the relationship information indicates a logical unit used by the 
computer via the access path, a parity group related to the logical unit and a physical 
disk drive related to the parity group, and further comprising: 

changing a collecting process of a fourth performance data to be collected 
from the logical unit, the parity group or the physical disk drive at the same timing of 
changing the collecting process of the second performance data. 

23. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
19, 

wherein the performance condition of the first element is satisfied if a value of 
an item of the first performance data is greater/less than a predetermined reference 
value. 

24. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
19, 

wherein the performance condition of the first element is satisfied if a change 
ratio of a value of an item of the first performance data is greater/less than a 
predetermined reference value. 
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25. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
23, 

wherein the item of the first performance data is a data transfer speed. 

26. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
23, 

wherein the item of the first performance data is a input/output number per 
second. 

27. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
24, 

wherein the item of the first performance data is a data transfer speed. 

28. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
24, 

wherein the item of the first performance data is a input/output number per 
second. 
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29. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
19, 

wherein the collecting process of the second performance data of the second 
element is changed as that the second performance data is collected more/less 
frequently than before. 

30. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
19, 

wherein the collecting process of the second performance data of the second 
element is started/stopped in accordance with the changing step. 

31 . (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system including a 
computer, a storage system, and a switch device coupled to the computer and the 
storage system, wherein a relationship information of connecting ports of the 
computer, switch device and storage system indicates an access path from the 
computer to the storage system, the method comprising the steps of: 

collecting first performance data from a first element of the access path; 

determining if the first performance data indicates that a change in 
performance of the first element has occurred that satisfies a predetermined 
condition; 
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if it is determined that the change in performance of the first element does 
satisfy the predetermined condition, selecting a second element along the access 
path based on the relationship information and modifying a manner in which second 
performance data from the second element is collected in order to determine a cause 
of the change in performance of the first element. 

32. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
31 , further comprising, 

selecting a third element along the access path based on the relationship 
information at the same timing of the selecting the second element; and 

modifying a manner in which a third performance data from the third element 
is collected, 

wherein the second element is located between the computer and the first 
element on the access path and the third element is located between the storage 
system and the first element on the access path. 

33. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
31 , further comprising: 

selecting all elements along the access path based on the relationship 
information at the same timing of selecting the second element; and 
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modifying a manner in which a performance data from the all elements of the 
access path is collected. 

34. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
31, 

wherein the relationship information indicates a logical unit used by the 
computer via the access path, a parity group related to the logical unit and a physical 
disk drive related to the parity group, and further comprising: 

modifying a manner in which a fourth performance data from the logical unit, 
the parity group or the physical disk drive is collected at the same timing of the 
modifying a manner in which the second performance data from the second element 
is collected. 

35. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
31, 

wherein the change in performance of the first element does satisfy the 
predetermined condition if a value of an item of the first performance data is 
greater/less than a predetermined reference value. 
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36. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
31, 

wherein the change in performance of the first element does satisfy the 
predetermined condition if a change ratio of a value of an item of the first 
performance data is greater/less than a predetermined reference value. 

37. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
35, 

wherein the item of the first performance data is a data transfer speed. 

38. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
35, 

wherein the item of the first performance data is a input/output number per 
second. 

39. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
36, 

wherein the item of the first performance data is a data transfer speed. 
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40. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
36, 

wherein the item of the first performance data is a input/output number per 
second. 

41 . (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
31, 

wherein the manner in which the second performance data from the second 
element is collected is changed as that the second performance data is collected 
more/less frequently than before. 

42. (New) A method of collecting performance data for a system according to claim 
31, 

wherein the manner in which the second performance data from the second 
element is collected is started/stopped in accordance with the modifying step. 
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